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su1n1ner 
cottage 

living 
A site lends itself to formal 

and informal outdoor rooms 

ith renovations of a Victorian Connecticut home 
almost completed, the owners looked to Hoffman 
Landscapes, Inc. to develop a garden that would look 

appropriate stylistically, satisfy their desire for formal and informal 
outdoor spaces and provide additional outdoor living area. 

Although the confines of the site make it small, both narrow and 
long, the configuration of the house allowed the designer to build 

not one but three different gardens, each with distinct personality. 
A front garden with a handsome sweep of lawn and a gazebo 

is framed by boxwood, liriope, Nikko blue hydrangea as well as 
arborvitae and leads to the second garden through a charming 
gate and leafy overhead canopy. The traditional wrought-iron 
fence that separates 
the house and prop-
erty from the street 
definitely says, "keep 

off the grass" to those 
strolling by, yet it 
encourages views of 
the property through 
its fancy iron openings 

rather than a solid 
wall. There. nepeta 
entwined with fairy 

roses entices people 
walking by to stop and 
take a peek. 

A formal and 
sunny side garden 
was positioned to 
align with a kitchen 
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hind the scenes /////////////////////////-t/// 
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Landscape designer: Hoffman Landscapes, ~ 
§ 

Inc., Michael 0. IIoffman, president, www. ~ 

~ hoffmanlandscapes.com 

Main plants used: Dwarf Alberta spruce 

(Plcea gJauca 'Conica'), weeping Higan 

cherry (Prunus subhirtella 'Pendula'), 

yarrow (Achillea millefolium), hemlock 

(Tsuga canadensis). Chinese astilbe (Astilbe 

cv.). hosta (Hosta). daylily (Hemerocallis). 
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~ English ivy (Hedera helix), black-eyed Susan 
§ (Rudbeckia spp.), linope (Liriope muscari). 

~ boxwood (Buxus spp.), butterfly bush 
§ ) ~ " (Buddleja davidii , Nikko blue hydrangea ~ 

~ (Hydiangea macrophyllus 'Nikko Blue'), ~ 
~ (Th ) ~ ~ arborvitae uja occidentalis . fauy rose ~ 
~ ~ 
~ (Rosa 'The Fairy' - polyantha) ~ 
~ Zones: 4-8 ~ 
§ ~ 
~ Challenge: Very small site that's both ~ 
~ narrow and long ~ 
§ ~ 
~ Favorite outcome: Three distinctly different ~ 
§ § 
~ gardens on one small site ~ 
,~, ,.], 

//~///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////,~/// 
§ § 
~ ~ 

Great Backyards e 
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How pros direct 
a viewer's eye 

The nght m.iwria. ttnd 
arctu'8C\Utal ek-rnonts con 
da:ect a ~r a eyu \OWard 

• local pOint and spark 
tUI t.ybu' •( 

deg:: al prllY: -:y 

CW'vo bodo toward 
• garden gat.e. By 

""""'- "~ d 
.i.nop.~~ ydr n l'f'ld 
ang ng them m a CUM' 

towrud o gardttn 111ttn AD 

auenuon Ull dl.loctod nl 
wha,ll08bcyond 

Keep the gate low 
and somewhat open. 
AJthough 10 moo.nt to offer 
_,ma pnvacy. the gate's 

lllaU.od operung:s and .,ft 

g<een CMOPV ""°""allow 
~ Vio:/Wftand spw . " -
Arrange a higher g.Tffn 
wall behind. A rctA' rA 

borv.tH (II) e.ther Slde-

of. Uw j1at.e oftets addJ.UOC,a( 

lilCJAentng, but tho shrubs 
are dipped so \hat they. 
too, ate a bit Ol)aO a\ tho 
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8ddltl00al poeks 



A fter oom11k11.1ng 11mo)Ot1t11lCWt'lt•mof l.h~r 
F1ench 'TudoC' home"' Connnc:w:u\, Ulfi 

owners look«! to bk•nd Chu \Jnd1UOMI 
landecapeon Wtc1.e W\th .:ime mor11c:on1Mnl)Olllf'I 
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~portion of the terrace IS paved tn megulady 
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Connticueut cou.nuy gardf'n lhnt df'flly 

mixes informal nnd fo1mal touchCM 
yea.Mound poron.nm1- in •urnmlf, 
orango n...-,,t colorit to n\dt.rh Lhe mnplct"11 
full-blown glory in autumn, wt11t41 bloorM. 
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